Now, for the big plcture'

ART India’s first Art Summit has finally taken a concrete shape with the Mlmstry of
Culture and even the famous auction house Sotheby endorsing it.

RANA SIDDIQUI ZAMAN

0, it’s going to be finally

here - India’s first Art

Summit and Fair, To be

held for three days, be-
ginning August 22 at New
Delhi’s Pragati Maidan, it will
have participation from both
Indian and foreign art galler-
ies. The Summit, being orga-
nised by Hanmer and
Partners, will have three key
components: art exhibition,
forum and networking cock-
tail.

Billed as the largest exhibi-
tion of Indian art, it will be
spread across 34 stalls and
will have 34 galleries show-
casing a varied range of Indi-
an art like sculptures,
photography, mixed media,
video, prints, installations
and drawings. There will be a
special two- -hour collector’s
preview on the first day of the
fair. Besides, there will alsobe
aday-long expert speaker ses-
sion and panel discussion.
Over 200 delegates will be
present on the occasion. It
will have themes like the state

of Indian art today, growth
and development of Indian
art in the 21st Century, need
for space for creative practice
and showcasing of art, infras-
tructure, resources and fund-
ing, the relationships
between art fairs, etc.

Various known art galleries
from India and the UK. are
parhclpatmg Works of M.F.
Husain, S.H. Raza, F.N. Sou-
7a, Anjolie Ela Menon, T. Vai-
kuntham, Atul Dodiya, Baiju
prathan apart from lesser

known artists would be on
display. ays Neha Kirpal, As-
sociate Summit Director,

“We have just got the support
of the Ministry of Culture
apart from Sotheby’s. Ambika
Soni, Minister for Tourism
and Culture, will inaugurate

UNITED WE GAIN Artist Anjolie Ela Menon, critic Keshav Malik (in green kurta), Religare’s M uk ei} pa nika
and Hanmer and Partner’s Suneel Gautam gear up for the show.

the show while Sotheby’s
Deputy Director, Henry Ho-
ward, will help us do brand
building and collaborate with
the U.K. collectors and inves-
tors.” The Summit will have
quite a few impressive names
as speakers, for instance, Hu-
go Weihe, International Di-
rector, Asian Art, Christie’s,
Rajiv Lochan from National

Gallery of Modern Art, Geeta

Kapur, Robert Storr, Dean,

Yale University School of Art,

Arun Vadehra, owner of Va-

dehra Art Gallery, Dinesh

Wazirani, owner, Saffronart
etc,, will all be there at the
show. Another highlight will
be a “Meet the Artist” session
wherein participants will get
a chance to meet their favou-
rite artist personally. Though

great deal of interest among
many art galleries and art lov-
ers, some are still not con-
vinced of it as a business
model. Hence, galleries are
participating either for rea-
sons of solidarity or quite
simply to give exposure to
their artists. Smaller galleries
are staying away partly due to
the hefty fee of Rs.1.5 lakhs
for astall.

For solidarity
Says Sunaina Anand, own-
er Art Alive gallery, “This is
the first organised art fair in
India and we should welcome
it. 1 am showing six contem-
porary artists and not hiking
their prices. I am participa-
ting more to support this fair
than selling my art works.”

the Summit has created a Adds Vikram Bachhawal,

owner of the prestigious
Emami Chisel Art and Aakriti
Art Gallery, Kolkata, “I have
taken two stalls; one for es-
tablished artists like K.G:
Subramanium, Ganesh Pyne,

Shekhar Roy, etc., and anoth-

er for lesser known but tal-
ented artists like Amitabha
Ray and others. I am partici-
pating to give exposure to my
new artists to international

visitors and not for selling my .

works. I have my own auction
house where I will be able to
get a few collectors. It will al-
so widen my knowledge base
about various artists.” Aarti
Sarin of Delhi's Ati Art Gal-
lery is not participating. She
reasons, “The fair is good for
the gallery ownerswho want
to be seen within the gallery
fraternity. For participating
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