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The Sotheby’s-hacked India Art Summit establishes Delhi’s place among the art capitals of the world -

A NEW MART FOR INDIAN ART

Various Issues affecting the art world,
like that of fakes, can be sorted out
only when we have a common plat-
form for gallery owners, art dealers
and artists to interact. Such summits
help collectors see a
bigger variety of
artists as repres-
ented by the ga-
lleries from ac-
ross the country.
We are using this
opportunity to
highlight our fu-
ture auctions.
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by Archana

NDIA finally gets its own art fair.
For long, movers and shakers of
the Indian art world have hopp-
ed all over the globe visiting and
attending fairs but there’s one
now right at Pragati Maidan. As
the first-ever three-day India Art
Summit gets underway today, there
is an aesthetic buzz at the sprawling
exhibition space of ITPO (India
Trade Promotion Organisation).

As far as the pre-event hype is concerned,
the organiser, Hanmer M8 & L., a communi-
cations and marketing company, has suc-
ceeded in doing all the right things, including
keeping M.F. Husain out of the whole exer-
cise, to ensure that the maiden art fair in
India doesn't come under any attack by the
fundamentalists (who shooed Husain into
exile two yvears ago over his paintings of
Hindu goddesses in nude). Though the
arrangements have been given a thumbs-up
hy many participating galleries, it's a shame
that an event, supported by the Ministry of
Culture and the renowned auction house
Sotheby’s has succeeded in keeping away the
most well-known modern Indian master,

What does an art fair mean to a country?
There are many answers to that question,
most important being that art in India, which
has been riding & crest for quite a few yvears
now, has finally moved to the next level, An
art fair attended by buyers, sellers, connoiss-
eurs and the simply curious, is the obvious
corollary to a growing art market, All the es-
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Emami Chisel Art, Kolkata

Though there isn't much interna-
tional participation at the India
Art Summit, it is a good beginning.
| hope it will develop into a more
broad-based fair in the years to

more international
competition, we’ll
tend to focus mo-
re on producing
quality worlk. |
hope this Summit
gets an import-
. ant place in our
art calendar.
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(Above) Parissbased S.H. Raza. 86. one of the masters who's the current toast of the auctio
circuit, will also be represented at the three-day Summit throuah his canvases
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tablished art centres of the world boast of &
fair to which millions flock to sample and buy
art, interact with artists, brainstorm on vari-

The Summit will showcase the work of young and unexposed
aswell as older, acclaimed artists, Connoisseurs, for instance,
will get to sample the work of the renowned Copenhagen-

ous issues and of course, have an arty party.

And now that the first move has been
made, trust more to happen on the theme.
India’s second art fair, being organised by
Concern India, will be held in Mumbai from
September 22 to 25,

The only thing that may be missing in this
maiden fair in India is, perhaps, enough
international participation, as is fhe case
with established fairs abroad. Says Neha Kri-
pal, Associate Summit Director, “It is, inde-
ed, ehiefly an Indian display. Since this a first

based artist, Sohan Qadri, 76 (above)
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get to learn more about art. | am
even looking forward to attending
various discussion sessions as many
important artists and
curators are going -
to share their
views. I'll be
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Kamath, who
was born in
Mangalore, Is
d rising star on
the art horizon.

Komu, Viveek
Sharma and
Murali Cheeroth
at the Summit.

all u;.;a:;fl;;a E;}dug;ri ?'131]:111 abroad out of which
we short-lis 3 . 85 we prepared the
show.only in the past few months, alot of gal-
leries from abroad have not been able to par-
ticipate. But this is first attempt and we hope
to have more variety in the second edition
next yvear." Out of a total of 35 participating
galleries, only three are non-Indians. They
are Art 1821, Emerging World Art and Rob
Dein Art, all from UTE.

Sharan Apparao of Apparaoc Galleries,
Chennai, who is participating in the India Art
Summit and has earlier attended art
fai*s in Singapore and London, says
“Lhat more international participation
in future will definitely lend g compet-
}It.lve edge to the art scenario in India.

The seope of our market is quite sm.
all right noew and there are also
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| hope many collectors, especilally
new ones, will visit our stall. Itis a
good opportunity for even those
just curious about art. The best
thing about having a fair in India

today. Titled Art Forum, this will be held
on Aupust 23, and will have discussions on
two main themes — Development Of Art
and Art Market. There will be a total of
nine speakers on the former topic, includ-
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Highlights of the Summit

m On Day Two, the discussions will

b i : oking for- set Ofartists, the number of which may vary
about Indian art. That is all I'm 1o e fromthree to a dozen. Informs al, “We

to doing at the Summit.” He d have Worked on the same model which

showcasi ished
upconﬂnﬁaﬁsﬁmgﬂ’;ﬁ@“ othet fiirs work on. We invited the galleries

focus on artists beyond the handful f

ew
who are known glo ally.” Anand is using
the opportunity to launch her show
Metropolis and the Self, which will shift te
the gallery after the Summit gets over.
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cusSion on various issues concerning art
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